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Minutes of the Meeting of Sharnbrook Parish Council on Tuesday 9th November, at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Lodge Road.

Present:	J Miller (JM)(Chairman)			Absent:		J Russell (JRu)
		A Mayhew (AM)					G Taylor (GT)
		C Sekhon (CS)						D Thomson (DT)
		J Romeis (JRo)						A Warmington (AW)
		J McMahon (JMcM)
		T Gibbs (TG)
		D McMurdo (DMcM)
		D Wheeler (DJW)
		D Waterfield (DCW)

		
Also Present:	H Glanville (HG)(Clerk).

To receive apologies for absence.  Apologies were received from J Russell, G Taylor, D Thomson and A Warmington.
To receive any Disclosure of Personal or Pecuniary Interest by Councillors. DMcM declared an interest in Pension payments as a member of board of the BPF. TG declared an interest in item 17.
To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th November 2021. The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
To hear from any members of the public, maximum of 5 minutes. Please advise the Clerk prior to the meeting if you wish to speak. None present.
Following the May 2019 elections, where 11 Councillors were returned uncontested, with 9 still remaining,  and given that the Clerk is now qualified in the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA), members are recommended to review the General Power of Competence information as submitted and make the following resolution: “Sharnbrook Parish Council resolves from 14th December 2021 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence”. JM explained the purpose of adopting this Power which would be the Power of First Resort in all matters, rather than having to find a power to do something, or to use the S137 power currently used to make grants and donations, and to pay for things that had no other power.  There were still limitations to the powers in that it could only be used where there was no express power forbidding such actions, such as, for example, payments to maintain the fabric of a church which are not allowed (with certain limited exceptions). DMcM advised that it would still be the power and responsibility of Councillors to decide matters, within the rules. The Power will give the Council some flexibility when taking on large projects, such as progressing matters as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan. JM read out the full resolution to members, it was proposed by DMcM and seconded by DCW.  All voted in favour.
Resolved – To adopt the General Power of Competence at  the  Full  Parish  Council  meeting  held  on  the  14th December  2021  that Sharnbrook  Parish  Council is eligible to  use  the  General Power  of  Competence  (Localism Act  2011  sections  1-8)  as  the  number  of  members  elected  at  the  2019  ordinary  elections is equal to  or greater  than  two  thirds of  the  total number  of  seats on  the  Council  and  that the Council has a  qualified  Clerk, as  defined in  section  2  of  The  Parish  Councils  (General Power  of  Competence)  (Prescribed Conditions)  Order  2012  (Statutory  Instrument  2012 No. 965).
Financial Matters
1.1 To approve the schedule of payments and monthly payments. The payment due to DCM Surfaces was to be withheld pending removal of the fencing and satisfactory inspection of the surface. It was agreed that this would be delegated to the Clerk subject to confirmation with the Chairman.  DCW proposed that the payments be made, seconded by DJW.  All voted in favour.
Resolved that the payments be made subject to the delegation above.
1.2 To consider the budget for the year 2022/23. Members discussed the budget and agreed that it was fair and reasonable.  The Clerk's salary is subject to review and this may increase this budget line. Insurance had increased this year due to play areas not being included in previous years, but may be less next year, as the Clerk has already received a quote from a cheaper provider, and will be looking for a second quote alongside the one from Came & Company (Now Gallagher). Office costs are high due to the requirement for a new laptop for the Clerk, premises hire has increased due to using larger, more expensive venues for Covid compliance, and also hire prices have increased. Streetlighting costs have increased due to the increased cost of energy. A cost of £1,500 for new streetlighting was queried in the light of the forthcoming proposal to install additional lighting, however this will come from capital costs as a one off, once the lighting report has been received and agreed (subject to costs). DMcM advised members that at the F&GP meeting on 19th October, members of the Committee had gone through each subject line by line and he was very satisfied with the result. 
1.3 To agree the amount of precept for 2022/23. As a result of item 6.2 above, DMcM proposed that the precept be increased by £1,000 to £56,000 for the year 2022/23. This was seconded by AM, and all voted in favour.
Resolved – to increase the precept by £1,000 to £56,000 for the year 2022/23.
1.4 To consider a proposal to transfer the investment to a new platform as proposed by Efficient Portfolio (Fund Managers). Members discussed the proposal from Efficient Portfolio, but felt there was insufficient information at this stage to make an informed decision. JM to revert to EP and ask for more information.
To receive any reports from the following committees and consider resolutions:
7.1	Planning. Planning Minutes had been circulated today following a delay.  Members had supported a change to the application for Ailsa Villa to increase the rear single storey extension to a two storey extension, a request to remove/prune trees at Moat House, High St, and declined to comment on an amendment to the building works at Colworth Park. Two applications for licenses for ice cream traders were supported, and a renewal of the application for three days of festivals at Tofte Manor received no comment, as it is very difficult to object to licensing matters, and previous objections had been overruled by Bedford Borough Council. An appeal at 27 High Street was given consideration and agreed to continue to object to the plans for conversion to a dwelling property due to the nature of the building and its location within the Conservation Area. Full details in the Planning Minutes of 7th December. 
7.1.1 	To consider a response to Bedford Borough Council's consultation on Planning. It was agreed that this should be considered at the next planning committee meeting.
	7.2  Amenities Committee.  Minutes had been circulated and there were no comments. TG gave 	        his apologies for the next meeting. 
        7.2.1        To confirm the ongoing contract with the Play Inspection Company (PIC) for annual          equipment inspection. HG explained that the PIC required confirmation of the ongoing contract that she had negotiated with the Parks East group to inspect the various play areas, this had reduced the price per play area by £9, an overall saving of £36 per year. DJW proposed that the contract be confirmed, seconded by TG. All voted in favour.
	Resolved – to confirm the ongoing contract with the Play Inspection Company.
1. Finance and General Purposes Committee.  No date had yet been set for the next meeting. It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 25th January 2022 at 9am.
To consider areas as part of the consultation on Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO). HG confirmed that on reading the consultation, there were no completely secured areas that could be put forward for a PSPO. 
To consider moving the Christmas Light power contract to SSE subject to a quotation. E-On have recently increased their prices, and have been taken over as part of Npower.  It was agreed that other options should be considered. HG has approached the broker that arranged the current deal with SSE who advised that due to the nature of the contract, he would not be able to get a quote until August/September next year. He has diaried this for action at that time. Members were in agreement that this should be investigated at that time.
To note the adoption of the Sharnbrook Neighbourhood Plan by Bedford Borough Council. The Neighbourhood Plan has now been adopted and is now a part of the Local Plan 2030. Documents are on the Parish Council and Borough Council websites. An outline planning application for the Hill Farm site is expected shortly.
Update and actions from the Traffic Safety Group. JRu was currently in quarantine. JM will chase up the actions from the last meeting, as it is all taking too long. A meeting is awaited with AP. Kerry Jones will attend the January PC meeting to discuss policing and crime in the Parish, and speeding is the current priority for the North Beds team. 
To hear from the representative of the Village Hall. As previously reported, quotes are being obtained to refurbish the toilets. Unfortunately, due to the lack of a leader, the Cadets have cancelled their ongoing booking, which is a loss to the Hall.
To hear from the representative of the SPFA. DMcM had been unable to attend the last meeting, nothing to report.
Crime report. Compared to previous months, where there had been an average of 4-6 crimes, this month there had been 12.  This looked concerning, but there was some possible duplication.
Correspondence received for discussion.  HG had received some posters from Richard Fuller, MP, it was agreed that because it was non political, and he was the local representative of all residents, it would be placed on the noticeboard.
Ward Councillor Report. DMcM advised of the current issues with lack of Lateral Flow Tests which should be temporary.  The media were circulating stories of the possible closure of hospitality venues, but as yet there was no substance to this. DMcM thanked everyone for their patience with recent roadworks. A water leak that had occurred during the gas works had been caused by Cadent digging the gas main, adding to the issue. Works on the A6 Clapham roundabout had been altered and traffic was now improved. BT Openreach had circulated minor duct works programmes, which was welcome. DMcM had allocated £2k for the improvement of play equipment, and £2k for improving the Christmas Fayre lighting. DJW added that the proposed works on Souldrop Road were very welcome, DMcM said that this had been pushed for since 2014. JMcM asked if DMcM knew if the Borough Council budget had any space for Average Speed Cameras. DMcM said the budget was out for consultation so members could see the proposals. CS said that although Bedford High Street works had been touted as a great success, they had come with a number of issues. DMcM was in agreement.
Councillors' Reports.
AM noted the trees on The Drive had excessive ivy. Chris Horne to be asked to review this.
AM suggested that the large bin on Yelnow Lane be swapped with the small bin at the entrance to Castle Close nearby. HG said that the bin needs to be replaced with a larger bin, as the other one does not technically belong to the Council.
AM showed members an article with a school that had been built in the Central Bedfordshire area which was to Passivhaus design. She asked if it would be possible for the Hill Farm new school to be built in this design? DMcM said that the Regional Commissioner was already looking at the options, and looking to secure funding, but there was a £3-5m funding gap, and asking for these extras would create an even larger gap. These were matters to be dealt with under the reserve matters.
TG advised that a dark car was parked on the corner opposite the church and could cause an accident. Unfortunately, although it was in a difficult position, it wasn't doing anything illegal and there were no powers to do anything about it.
TG declared an interest regarding the Coronation Trees/Hipwell Avenue on Mill Road.  He asked if anything were being done to note the destruction/replanting of trees at the proposed access on Mill Road. It is not yet known if any trees are at risk but when the planning application comes in, the removal of any trees will be noted and a request for the replacement in the location of Mill Road be made.
DCW noted the mud on the road at Yelnow Lane. DJW said that this had greatly improved since they had employed a sweeper on the road which was constantly washing and brushing the road surface. There is no wheelwash at the site. It was felt that a letter from the Council reminding them of this obligation might be of assistance. 
CS asked if Council had received any complaints regarding traffic from Sharnbrook Academy. Cars were waiting in Fox Hedge Way and further on, blocking residents.  Unless the school patrol the area, parents will get away with this. The school have sent termly emails to parents reinforcing the message to be neighbourly and not to block people's driveways, however it doesn't always cut through to the parents. Cars are also damaging verges.
JMcM noted that a recent edition of the Bedford Independent said that a task force had been set up to fine people parked illegally outside of schools. 
DJW noted that the light outside Ashpoles was obscured by growth of the hedge, this was also obscuring the pavement by some margin. Further, the A board was frequently left on the footway and was an obstruction. HG to write to the owners of the property.
Clerk's Report. HG thanked the Council both for their financial help in completing CiLCA, but also for their tolerance and general assistance by giving her the time and space required to complete the qualification.
To consider, at the Chairman's Discretion, matters requiring urgent attention.  For information only. JM was convinced that HG's CiLCA qualification could only be of benefit to the Council, and that the knowledge gained from it would be of help to all.  He also thanked all those who helped at the Christmas Fayre, which was a well attended village event, and said that next year a plan would be put together to promote the Council and its projects.
Date of next Meeting of the Parish Council – 11th January 2022. 
The meeting closed at 9.06pm.




Signed …………………………………………………………..



Dated ……………………………………………………………



Finance Overleaf








Income

	Allotments
	Various
	£14.00

	Other – income
	Book payments
	£12.00

	
	
	£26.00


Expenditure

	Administration Salaries inc NI and PAYE
	H Glanville
	1,123.51
	 
	1,123.51

	Office costs
	H Glanville 
	18.00
	 
	18.00

	Clerk Travel
	H Glanville
	26.55
	 
	26.55

	Training costs
	H Glanville - SLCC referral
	10.00
	 
	10.00

	Litter Pickers Wages
	M Melia
	109.89
	 
	109.89

	Litter Pickers Wages
	J Dada
	79.84
	 
	79.84

	Handyman
	Andy Glanville
	74.05
	 
	74.05

	Pensions
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	408.10
	 
	408.10

	Premises hire
	Village Hall Oct Meeting
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	Affiliation fees
	SLCC Membership 2022/23
	186.00
	 
	186.00

	Playground Equipment
	Play Inspection fees
	183.80
	36.76
	220.56

	Subscriptions/small donations
	CPRE Subscription
	36.00
	 
	36.00

	Defibrillator
	Pads Community Heartbeat Trust
	157.00
	31.40
	188.40

	Playground Equipment
	DCM surfaces (Stileman Way Surfacing)
	13,920.00
	2,784.00
	16,704.00

	Allotments
	Paul Riches Skips Ltd
	308.33
	61.67
	370.00

	Castle Close
	George Rowland
	136.07
	24.91
	160.98

	Office costs
	Plusnet
	27.50
	5.50
	33.00

	Street lighting - power
	SSE 
	175.03
	8.74
	183.77

	Allotments
	Everflow
	1.54
	 
	1.54

	Grants to village organisations
	Scout Hut Bin (New Recycling bin) (Bedford Borough Council
	35.54
	9.51
	45.05

	Trees, Shrubs & Hedging
	Gibbards Close green area trees (Yelnow Lane)
	100.79
	 
	100.79

	Street Furniture
	Lovedandlostmemorials.co.uk plaque R Wilders
	14.12
	2.83
	16.95

	Office costs
	Google One
	1.33
	0.26
	1.59

	
	
	       17,162.99 
	     2,965.58 
	     20,128.57 
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